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Good afternoon Senator Cyrway, Representative Duchesne and members of the Inland 

Fisheries and Wildlife Committee. I am Tim Peabody, Deputy Commissioner for the 

Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, speaking on behalf of the Department, in 

neither for nor against L.D. 1019. 

 

This bill would create an exception to the requirement to have an archery license and bow 

hunter safety course before hunting with archery equipment only when hunting for bear if 

the person holds a valid bear hunting permit and big game hunting license to hunt with a 

firearm.   

 

Two years ago the Department proposed a law that passed and went into effect on 

January 1, 2016 that made a consistent requirement that a person who wants to hunt with 

bow and arrow produce proof of having held an archery license previously or show proof 

of completing a bow hunter safety course.  

 

When bow hunters come to Maine to hunt during the bear season they often utilize a bow 

during the first part of their hunt. If they are not successful at taking a bear, they will 

change methods and hunt with a firearm with hopes that it will be easier to be successful.  

Before this law passed those hunters had been able to purchase a firearms hunting license 

and were able to use a bow and arrow during that season without buying the additional 

license.  Most of these bear hunters have already taken a bow hunter safety course or 

have held a license so they are able to show proof required but are not in favor of having 

to pay for the additional license.  The Department understands their concerns but opposes  



 

having an exemption to the bow hunter safety course. The Department is exploring ways 

to address the concern of a hunter having to purchase two separate licenses in order to 

hunt with a firearm and a bow and arrow.   

 

It appears that many of the hunters who must show proof of having held an archery 

license previously or show proof of completing a bow hunter safety course are unaware 

that they already meet that requirement.  We are educating license agents who sell 

nonresident licenses on all the options that a person has to show proof of having a 

previous archery license or bow hunter safety course.   

 

The Department also has long-term goals of having a consolidated education course that 

encompasses all hunting methods into one course.  

 

I would be happy to answer any question you may have, now or at the work session. 

 

  

 

 


